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Brenner, Anita. The Wind That Swept Mexico; the 
History the Mexican Revolution 1910-1942. Historical 
photographs assembled George Leighton. Harper. 
May 26, 1943. 302p. $3.75. 


compendious and very serviceable sketch the politico- 
economic upheavals Mexico during the past thirty-two 
years. The book consists 100 pages text done the 
better style popular historical writing, and 184 full- 
page photographs personalities and actual scenes the 
Mexican revolution. This photographic complement-to- 
text device effective, and forms the chief value the 
book. 


Miss Brenner’s attention confined almost exclusively 
the economic aspect the Mexican revolution. There 
was, course, much more the movement than this. 
Revolutions are motivated chiefly conflicts ideas and 
ideals completely transcending economics, and the changes 
Mexico since 1910 bore further testimony this fact. 
Within the limitation which she has chosen, however, 
the author does good piece work. 


While apparently approving the basic aims the Con- 
stitution 1917, which she calls the “first revolutionary 
state charter modern times” (p. 51), Miss Brenner dis- 
plays considerable objectivity view admitting its de- 
fects and perils. She concedes that tends strongly to- 
ward agrarian socialism, and 


socialism. Which emphasis applied depends 
who runs the government, and for twenty-five years 
Mexico’s administrations have been and out crises 
brought the fight apply not apply the 
radical clauses (p. 51). 


The essential character the Constitution that 


BI-WEEKLY REVIEW 


Published the Library, University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription Price, $2.00; Single Copies, Ten Cents 


Copyright, 1943 
Eugene Willging 


Associate Editors 
Austin App, Ph.D. 
Dorothy Lynn 


June 15, 1943 


give legal sanction almost any revolutionary acts that 
governments may perform, but narrowly limits anti-revo- 
lutionary acts” (p. 51). Food for thought for the Cath- 
olics Mexico, though the author does not make the 
point! 


Where the book fails is, might expect, its treat- 
ment the Church vs. State issue. Indeed, some in- 
stances, the author has decided 
With evidence conscious bias the author misses the 
fact that the revolutionary governments and the 1917 
Constitution were inflicting the Catholic Church sub- 
stantially the same type restrictions and despotism 
that practiced the Nazis. Miss Brenner decidedly 
too cavalier her treatment the Cristeros, who were 
ridiculous fanatics but brave and rational defenders 
their Faith (see 77). regard the “Franco-Falange- 
Jesuit ‘reconquest crusade’” much more could said 
than the author says two lines page example 
gratuitous sniping things Catholic the reference 
alleged bribe offered Mexican consul 1916 
“an unnamed American Cardinal New 
larly objectionable the totally unsubstantiated charge 
that the Knights Columbus “raised $1,000,000 help 
the Christ-the-King guerrillas” (p. 78). 


The remote-control technique the American Govern- 
ment with regard the changes Mexico very ade- 
quately portrayed. result this policy have 
been regarded with distrust and suspicion the Mexi- 
cans, and only the present common peril has mitigated 
those feelings. The author makes the pertinent point 
that South American support for our policies and aims 
depends much the lead given Mexico; hence the 
importance Mexican friendship and right under- 
standing the Mexican revolution, which, 
course, not yet concluded (p. 99-100). 


Brenner Greene Phelan Voyetekhov 


With the above qualifications, the book recommended 
for the adult reader who wishes popular account the 
economic and political changes Mexico since 1910. 
This swift, colorful, and substantially accurate story 
what happened the economic and political levels. 
And you will enjoy the pictures—the one, for instance, 
Obregon, taken five minutes before was murdered. 


Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Greene, Graham. The Ministry Fear. 


21, 1943. 239p. $2.50. 


church picnic nostalgic Arthur Rowe made the 
rounds the booths, buying few trinkets, guessing 
the weight real butter-and-egg cake, consulting 
fortune-teller who advised him guess again the cake, 
supplying number obviously wrong yet which surpris- 
ingly won once. Soon after took his cake home 
cripple invited himself for tea and cake, crumbling the 
pieces instead eating them. Then bomb interrupted 
their tea party. The introspective Mr. Rowe sensed 
mystery. started the backward trail procuring 
information about the fortune-teller the church picnic; 
ended with international intrigue and the Ministry 
Fear, who blackmailed political and other leaders and 
spread distrust throughout war-torn England. 
developing Edgar Wallace type action thriller, 
Graham Greene emphasizes the psychological movements 
neurotic Arthur Rowe. Adults will enjoy this unusual 
horror-mystery. 


Catholic Book Club---June Selection 


Phelan, Paul With Merry Heart: Treasury 
Humor Catholic Writers. Compiled and edited with 
introduction and biographical comment Paul 
Phelan. Longmans, Green and Co. May 31, 1943. 353p. 
$3.25. 


Here, within the not-too-distended covers this happily 
titled collection humorous pieces, the reader will find 
much tickle his risibilities and relax his mind. True, 
may receive little incitement raucous laughter 
rabelaisian mirth, but his more subtle susceptibilities 
should get their full delicate delight. will find 
gathered under the same roof such gay companions 
Daly, Finley Peter Dunne, Heywood Broun, Leonard 
Feeney, Chesterton, John Kieran, Phillips, 
Maurice Francis Egan, and host others, all brought 
together for the first time and blending most harmoni- 
ously, while contributing each his share the general 
hilarity. Here such collection wits even the 
most daring hostess might proud have assembled— 
and all performing their very best, too, without the in- 
hibiting influence the presence peers. 


Viking. May 


With Merry Heart should prove grand 
grand gift, one might suggest—for people whose reading 
time comes small parcels, waiting for the potatoes 
boil (if they fortunate) for the dentist beckon 
(if they un). should welcome bedside book 
for retirers whose days are crowded and who live for such 
intellectual night-cap, even for the risers who would 
get off fresh start getting out the right side 
the bed. strikes the reviewer, too, 
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jolly book for the poor hospital patient who never gets 
more than brief snatches between the everlasting inter- 
ruptions the thermometer and what-not. fact for 
anyone with five minutes, here are five chuckles—and you 
can lay the book down without misgivings because, well, 
that’s the end that. 


course, all those who are allergic anthologies should 
keep severely off. One suspects, any case, they never 
learned how read anthology. But the limitations 
any anthology, With Merry Heart can plead 
exemption. One will look vain for one other 
name one had hoped find, one will take exception 
the particular selections made from author’s works. 
this there solution, the deficiency the very 
nature anthology. But the sampling the field 
which such book affords should more than compensate 
for the sparsity selections from any one pen. the 
choices made lead the reader more concentrated 
for such limitations the only way anthology can. 


Edward Baxter, S.J., 


University Scranton. 


Voyetekhov, Boris. The Last Days Sevastopol. Trans- 
lated from the Russian Ralph Parker and Genne. 
Knopf. May 17, 1943. 225p. $2.50. 


Sigrid Undset often says that not the winner but the 
loser inspires great literature—not victorious Grant but 
conquered Lee, not victorious Athens but defeated Troy. 
Hence the last days Sevastopol great theme for 
achievement disappointing. believe its theme makes 
best seller, not its style interest. 


The author spent eighteen days Sevastopol during the 
third and final German offensive June, 1942. left 
safely submarine several weeks before the last de- 
fenders died. writes sketches and impressions some 
the figures, military, naval and civilian, that defence. 
tells how the Russians “worked ecstasy re- 
venge, devilishly” (p. x.), how the Germans few days 
made 30,000 sorties air and dropped 50,000 bombs, 
“Yet the town survived Boiling with energy and 
hatred” (p. 109). says that though the Germans 
mined the harbor, sailors pushed the mines away hand 
and “Not single one [ship] was sunk” (p. 57). 
describes the evacuation civilians, the unloading 
supplies, the underground military headquarters, the 
stench the hills dead bodies between the lines. 
relates how comrade shot his friend trapped burn- 
ing ship, how Russian sailor robbed the dead night 
send souvenirs the dead men’s wives, how girl 
drags her dead husband mile and the way kills fifteen 
Germans, three with the butt the gun (p. 174), how 
divers salvage bread and shells from sunken ships while 
dead children float about the hulls. 


tells boy who says the Germans 
mother. speaks “Fascists’ and only in- 
stances boy with “both legs torn off shell” (p. 116). 
man reserved fight the death writes his wife, 
“How foolish that had children” (p. 204). 


The book does not leave any very tangible impressions 
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information. did not seem interestingly 
written. But was not coarse morbidly shocking. 
course glorifies the Russians but by-passes communism 
much possible. Indirectly does suggest, however, 
that not all the defenders were saints heroes. Some 
faked wounds evacuated and were shot. Some 
wives were unfaithful and their husbands but waited for 
the day vengeance the lovers. soon the Ger- 
mans were the city the “traitor Vasily Nikitin came 
meet the was appointed Burgo- 
master” (p. 220). (One wonders there were such 
Smolensk and Odessa and Kharkov!) 


Except for the customary heresies wartime, the book 
not unethical. These heresies are glorification 
hatred and revenge, and secondly, glorification hope- 
less resistence even means the destruction not only 
the army but the civilians and the civilian prop- 
erties. One captain rightly says, sure that Sevas- 
topol would have remained intact had behaved like 
the French Paris” (p. this implies that 
the Russians were right and the French wrong. Later 
sailor asks the Comrade Commander true “that 
the British surrendered Singapore and Tobruk”, and 
the Commander “who had never before lied his men” 
replied “No. wrong and lie” (p. 219). 


But spite this glorification hot vengeful hatred 
the enemy and the die-to-the-last, scorched earth policy, 
this book may safely read young and old, show- 
ing least that war horrible and other evils light 
comparison. 


Gilpatric, Guy. Action the North Atlantic. Dutton. 
June 1943. 189p. $2.00. 


Action the North Atlantic fictionalized version 
what probably actually happening today the men 
who man the lines our “battle Gil- 
patric seems have taken several ships’ logs the basis 
for his material and from them woven smoothly running 
short story book form. 


the story opens German sub near the American coast 
torpedoes laden tanker commanded Captain David 
Elder and then deliberately rams the lifeboat killing many 
the crew. The appearance destroyer saves the 
others who are immediately landed New York. 
several short interludes the author indicates how some 
the main characters spent their single night ashore and 
then assigns the Captain, Joe Rossi, the mate, and several 
the crew newly commissioned Liberty ship, the 
Merchant Mariner. They sail immediately for Halifax 
with cargo planes and tanks where they receive orders 
join convoy for Murmansk. The convoy attacked 
submarine pack and scatters. Several ships are sunk 
but ingenious bit manoeuvering avoid tor- 
pedo Captain Elder saves his ship and escapes. Next day 
they pick two castaways, seemingly shipwrecked Dutch 
seamen but reality Nazi operatives, who disable the 
ship’s guns and then radio for submarine. The plot 
almost succeeds but the captain and the first mate take 
care the two saboteurs, ram and sink the sub and then 
deliver their cargo safely Murmansk where Elder 
decorated the Russian and Amercan governments. 


Gilpatric Dengle Hynd 


One two small items the book are worth mentioning 
such negro mess boy Jeff Cartwright’s discovery that 
democracy meant equality when white sailor died 
saving him from airplane strafing attack and the sailor 
Larson’s graphic illustration the difference between 
democracy and tyranny. Primarily however the book 
adventure story which best restricted adults 
because occasional profanity and slight suggestiveness. 


Dengle, Veronica. Personality Unlimited. The Beauty 
Blue Book. John Winston. June 1943. 495p. $3.00. 


more accurate title for this book would Personable- 
ness Unlimited, for the author concerned not with the 
fundamentals personality nor beauty, but with 
health, comeliness and poise; short, with personal ap- 
pearance and charm manner. 


Considered then guide not culture but called 
“beauty the information complete and prac- 
tical, comprising instructions for proper diet, exercise, 
health habits, grooming and etiquette. Special emphasis 
placed regularly well-balanced diet being the 
foundation for good health and attractive and whole- 
some appearance. Exercises are worked out for the too 
fat and for the too thin, accompanied photographs 
posed professional models illustrating their proper ex- 
ecution. Some particularly helpful exercises 
ments for improving the appearance and function the 
eyes have been included. styling, make-up, and 
choice clothes are discussed relation different 
“types” and special summary chart has been added. 


The author contends that consistent effort follow the 
directions supplied all that required for the improve- 
ment any woman’s appearance. The time required 
considered negligible view the results obtained, 
though over-emphasis might lead model appearance 
but very limited personality. 


The book recommended practical aid better 
health well for its many helpful suggestions for 
home treatment hair and skin which will wel- 
comed the women who cannot afford the professional 
service the trained beautician. 


Hynd, Alan. Passport Treason. McBride. 


1943. 306p. 


During the past four years uncorrelated items sabotage 
and the counteractivities government agencies have ap- 
peared with disturbing frequency our news dissemi- 
nating facilities without arousing much any excitement 
national concern. Partially responsible for this lack 
concern was lack correlation the picture presented 
the public and also the fact that the public was in- 
formed only after the danger had been met thus lulling 
into false sense security. The present book solves 
some extent the problem correlation showing how 
the different espionage-sabotage groups this country 
were interrelated and operating under master plan; 
deals partially with the second problem disclosing 
some the methods and countermethods and indicat- 


White Marshall 


ing that the complexity the already uncovered plots 
absolutely obviates any possibility all danger being now 
past. These two objectives make Passport Treason 
almost must book for all those who wish informed 
general way the operations enemy espionage 
and sabotage systems. 


Mr. Hynd opens his book with account how William 
Sebold was forced into Nazi service order protect his 
relatives living the Third Reich. Sebold pre- 
tended fall with the Nazi plans but all times kept 
his government fully informed his activities. Sebold 
was trained short wave radio transmission and micro- 
filming the Hamburg spy school and then sent New 
York where, under supervision contacted 
Frederick Joubert Duquesne and made arrangements 
transmit information back Germany. From this original 
lead the followed threads which enabled them 
uncover several independently operating 
oughly established and efficiently operating this coun- 
try. 


count the spy hunts given the book but one must 
note that covers the tracking down such agents 
Duquesne, Felix Jahncke, Axel, Wheeler-Hill, Kurt Lud- 
wig, Lucy Boehmler, Count Vonsiatsky, Dr. Paul Bor- 
chardt, Werner von Clemm, Willumeit, Kunze, Molzahn 
and many others whose names may familiar through 
fragmentary newspaper reports their trials. Although 
the methods the are not discussed detail 
(many them are still use against current enemy 
agents) yet sufficient shown indicate that our own 
counterefforts are well organized and functioning effi- 
ciently. However those efforts are only successful when 
supplemented with chance bits information contrib- 
uted ordinary individuals serving many cases set 
G-men the trail dangerous activities complete 
otherwise confused picture. Most commendable 
Mr. Hoover’s policy withholding arrests until the al- 
ready known agents have led the other mem- 
bers their organization thus destroying group root 
and branch rather than permitting some parts 
remain and reorganize. The last chapters the book 
are devoted account the landing the saboteurs, 
Dasch, Haupt, Kerling, etc., Long Island and the 
Florida coast and the manner which they were tracked 
down. 


Most the material covered the book has been hitherto 
available newspaper accounts scattered over three years 
but here presented for the first time organized 
manner. Most forcibly stressed are the thorough prepara- 
tions made the Nazis over long period time for 
sabotage-espionage work this country and the amount 
and detailed nature the information which they were 
able gather. Their groups were well organized and 
well trained and had they ever been able into 
action our war effort would have been more thoroughly 
crippled than hundred Pearl Harbors could ever have 
done. Incidentally the book also indicates that for almost 
two years before that sneak attack Germany had been 
working with Japan transmitting valuable military in- 
formation that country. the reader this book will 
serve give overall picture these activities and 
greater appreciation the dangers espionage and 


Best 


sabotage our midst. can well recommended for 
all classes readers. 


White, Queens Die Proudly. Brace. 
June 1943. 273p. $2.50. 


They Were Expendable saw the fight the Philip- 
pines through the eyes Commander John Bulkeley and 
Lieutenant Robert Kelly and the crew their Motor 
Torpedo Boat squadron. Using the same technique 
personal narrative, Bill White now describes the war 
the Far East from the time Pearl Harbor period 
shortly after the fall Java. 


The 19th Bombardment Group was stationed Clark 
Field Luzon the Philippines when the Japs attacked 
Pearl Harbor. Shortly thereafter came the attack 
Clark that debacle the Group ultimately 
managed patch about fifteen Fortresses, the nucleus 
fighting and reconnaissance group that saw action 
the Philippines, over the Java Sea and Macassar Strait 
and, the end this account, Australia. Centering 
about the activity one Fortress, the 
swan, half-goose), commanding Pilot Frank Kurtz and 
his crew and wife (who was living the States) describe 
numerous air actions, the courage and resourcefulness 
the Dutch Java, the usual lack materials, the disci- 
pline and morale the American pilots, the technique 
aerial warfare. One the particularly vivid pieces 
the one ending 188 which one the Fortress 
Queens dies combat. The language and style are pic- 
turesque, but unfortunately often merge into profanity 


(p. 115, 133, etc.). 


keen description one phase the current war, 
that the part planes the Far Eastern theatre 
late 1941 and 1942, this worthwhile, popular narra- 
tive. will not add great deal one’s knowledge 
military strategy; rather will serve emotional purpose 
keeping white-hot determination supply our forces 
with all the material they need “on time”. Because 
the profanity and few vulgarisms, commend 


adults only. 


Marshall, Edison. Great Smith. Farrar and Rinehart. 
April 12, 1943. 438p. $2.75. 


Two years ago reviewed Benjamin Blake the same 
author, characterizing impossible tale, abounding 
illicit sexual relations. doubted that could 
duplicated. The first half Great Smith least equals, 
does not surpass, its predecessor its glorification 
adultery and fornication. 


Herein described John Smith’s successful courting 
Silence Sendall, beginning when she was engaged and 
within week her nuptials, terminating with her death 
from assassin’s bullet after she had been married for 
years Sir Cecil Burbank and had been meeting John 
every John had gone Europe learn 
the soldier’s trade, gradually becoming skilled swords- 
man that single-handed stopped the Turks killing 
duels their best: Turbashaw, Grualgo and Bonny Mul- 
gro. Soon after this famous triple victory, John was cap- 
tured with his henchman Gaby Clabber and was sent 
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gift satisfy the unvirginal soul the Lady Charatsa 
escaped England and from there journeyed America 
where Pocahontas became his paramour. History al- 
lowed some slight part the story. 


Although being advertised historical novel, buy 
almost 100% pure pandering emotion and passion and 
the movies which, several years back, neatly converted 
Benjamin Blake into “Son Fury”. not recom- 
mend Great Smith any class reader. 
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